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false permits, can only be hiding themselves in nooks and corners,
and those will never be reached by the Asiatic Law Amendment Act.
It is not likely that those who have no permits or those who hold docu-
ments which are not permits at all, will go to the Registrar in order
to receive notice to quit.
THE SURREPTITIOUS INFLUX
The allegation as to the surreptitious entering is based on the report1
that was published last year. That report condemns itself, and, if
anything, proves the contrary; 1,500 prosecutions during five years
show the effective working of the Peace Preservation Ordinance, and
that was the deduction drawn from it by Captain Hamilton Fowle in
his report to Lord Milner. Any Indian found without a permit in the
Colony can be almost summarily removed, and, if he does not leave
the Colony, soon finds himself in gaol. Most of the prosecutions, however,
were in connection with Indians who were trying to enter the country,
who were successfully prevented from so doing by strict inspection at
the border towns. Nor were those Indians necessarily endeavouring
to enter fraudulently. They were, in the initial stages, trying to do so
under the false belief, shared by many Europeans, that under the British
flag there could be no difficulty in them [sic] entering, or rather re-
entering, the Transvaal, for most of those were Indian refugees waiting
at the coast towns for an opportunity of re-entering.
General Smuts talks of forged permits, and in the same breath
says it is difficult to say when a permit is forged and when it is genuine.
This is preposterous. The permit officials always had counterfoils con-
taining the same numbers as given on the permits issued to applicants,
so that a forgery could always be detected. I know that a few months
ago an official from the present Registrar's Office circulated some
documents which he called permits, The dupes were never able to use
those documents at all They not only lost their money, but their honour.
That official is now no longer in the country, but, I believe, left it after
he had sufficiently fleeced the people, and after he saw that the fraud
was likely to be found out. There never was an office either in Bombay
or Delagoa Bay, or in any other place, where the traffic alleged by
General Smuts could possibly take place. Touts there undoubtedly
were, not in India, but in South Africa, who gave real permits from
the Asiatic Office in Johannesburg to refugees, and, in some instances,
others who wanted to enter the country.
THE PERMIT FRAUD
The fraud was committed in this way.   The Asiatic officials in
Johannesburg submitted the names to the Colonial Secretary as proper'
1 ride Vol. VI, pp. 413 & 417-8.